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ee Thankfgiving ‘Difcourfe, 


Q. PSALM CXLVII. 19, 13, 14, 


Praife the LORD, O Ferufalem : Praife thy God, O Zion. 


For he hath ftrengthened the bars of thy gates : be bath blef- 
“ fed thy children within thee. = 


| He maketh gues in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finefé 
- Of the w Hit = ni add PP ie ie Se ee 


cat. Seem 

“PAHE fienal favours for which the inhabitants of thefe 
~~ United States are called upon by providence and 
eur rulers to give thanks unto the great Governour of the 
world, and celebrate his high praifes this day, bear fuch a 
ftriking refemblance to thofe er which the infpired pfalm- 
ift here calls upon Jerufalem and Zion to praife the Lorp, 
that the words now read ‘feem peculiarly fuitable to ftand 
at the head of a difcourfe on this joyful occafion. — 


By ftrength derived from the Lorp our Gop, and his 
bleffing upon the children of this country, it is, that we 
whave.been enabled fuccefsfully to refift, and completely 
defeat, our unnatural enemies in their unjuft, formidable 


__ and cruel attempts to bring flavery and ruin upon us. in 


G69 


The bars of our gates (that is, our advantages and capa- 
city for, felf-defence) compared with the great power of 
the enemy, were exceedingly weak and flender. 


Wen our juft and invaluable rights were threatened 
and attacked by Britain, we had, at firft, no idea of mak- 
ing refiftance to her unrighteous and alarming attempts 
in any way but that of humble petitions, remonftrances 
and non-importation agreements. 


Wuewn hoftilities were commenced, and we were oblig- | 
ed to fly to arms in our own defence, and oppofe force by 
force, the only rational profpect we had of fuccefs arofe 
from the juftice of our caufe, and our application to and 
truft in Gon for help---even that Gop, who is @ refuge for 
the opprefjed, a refuge in time of trouble. For he delivereth 
the needy when he crieth : The poor alfo, and him that bath 
no helper, and will break in pieces the oppreffor. 


Ar that diftreffing period the prayer of Jehofhaphat 
well became us: ‘* Behold, how they reward us, to come 
to caft us out of thy poffeffion which thou haft given us to 
inherit. O our Gop wilt thou not judge them? for 
we have no might. againft this great company that com- 
eth againit us; neither know we what to do, but our eyes 


are upon thee*.” 


As then there was a fpecial propriety in our making ufe 
of this prayer; fo xow there :s no lefs propriety in our 
adopting the language of Gop’s ancient people, and fay- 
ing, © Ifit had not been the Lorp who was on our fide, 
when men rofe up againft us: then they had fwallowed 
us up quick, when their wrath was kindled againft us : 
Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone 
over our foul. Then the proud waters had gone over 
our foul. Bleffed be the Lorn, who hath not given us a 


prey to their teeth. ~ Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of. 
the fnare of the fowlers ; the fnare is broken and we are 
efcaped. Our help is in the name of the Lorp who made 


heaven and eartht.” 
*2 Chron. 3%. 11, 12. + Pfalms cxxiv. 


Gop 


Ci? =.) 
Gop hath bleffed’ the children, the inhabitants, of this 


‘country with that firft and great bleffing, Be fruitful and 


multiply and replenifh the land. When our forefathers firft 


came into this then howling wildernefs, they were few in 


number: But, through the finiles and benediction - of 
heaven, they increafed with furprifing rapidity; and for the 
time, we had become, previoully to the late conteft, a nu- 
merous people. ca 

~ He hath alfo bleffed us by putting it into the hearts of 
our pious anceftors early to found public feminaries of 
learning, which under his divine aufpices have flourifhed, 
and been the means of fpreading moft important and ufeful 
knowledge among the children of America. Many of her 
fons have been trained up and qualified for eminent fer- 
vice both in church and ftate. In emergencies the moft 
critical and trying there never has been wanting a fufhi- 
cient number of able patriots to lead and guide their 
brethren in paths of fafety. And through an uncommon 
diffufion of knowledge, and a peculiar attention to the fub- 
jects of civil and religious liberty, the minds of the great 
body of the people were eminently prepared for afferting 
their juft rights at the time when they were affaulted in 
the moft violent and dangerous manner. 


Bur, though we were in thefe refpects greatly bleffed 
and ftrengthened by Gop, in many other refpects the bars _ 
of our gates were very weak. 


Tue inhabitants being fcattered over a large extent 
of country---living under different governments---~ 
entertaining ftrong local prejudices---having various 
and oppofite interefts, and being unfkilled in war, were, 
to human appearance, in a condition to make but a fee- 


- ble refiftance againft an army of regular, well difciplined 


troops. 


Britatn, a nation old in the art of war, and famous for 
the valour of her forces, was full of the opinion, that a few 
regiments of her veteran foldiers were abundantly fuffi- 


gicnt to break through all oppofition we could poke to 
er 
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hie? defpotic mandates, and reduce us in a ¥ery fhort time 
to abje& fubmiffion. _ 2 
WueEn we appeared thus contemptible to a nation which 
had been wont to judge well of the ftrength of thofe with 
whom fhe gee, in war---when we were poffeffed of the 
moft formidable ideas of the power of thofe who feemed 
to be determined, upon our ruin; knowing it to be eafly 
for them to attack us in any part of our country, and, by 
taking fuch meafures as human policy would naturally fug- 
geft, to increafe the many and great obftacles already in 
the way of uniting our itrength---then; through the al+ 
moft miraculous influence of divine providence, a moft fur= 
ifing,laudableand heroic fpirit of oppofition to the alarm: 
ing claims of Britain was diffufed throughout the continent ; 
and a wonderful union of the inhabitants of the different 
and diftant provinces and colonies. was. formed in méa= 
fures to ward off the evils intended againft them.---In this 
ap ‘refpeé&t Gop bleffed the children of this-land ; 
and by uniting them, greatly {trengthened the bars of our 
gates, ne Se , sist 
-. Nor long before the commencement of hoftilities Fea- 
ven blefied us by exciting in the inhabitants, in every part 
of the country, a very uncommon attention’to the art mil- 
itary, whereby they: became the better fitted to refift an 
armed force. And when the firft bloodwas fhed (which 
was done by Britons*,) he girded the militia with ftrength, 
and infpired them with courage and valour, greatly unex- 
pected and alarming to Britifh veterans, who had been 
ever taught to leok for little or no. oppofition from fuch 
a body of men. 


Wen an army fuddenly became neceffary to oppofe 
the enemy, and reftrain them from. marching wherefoever 
they pleafed, and making wanton deftruétion of the lives 
and property of the inhabitants, then the orp our Gop 
blefied us in fpiriting fomany to offer themfelves, willing- 
ly, for the defence of their country; even to the jeoparding 

3) 
* At Lexington, April.ip; 1775. ; 


a teiere~rs~ 
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"of their lives in the high places of the field. And how 


their moft able Generals, and to do fuch execution, as ftruck 


recovered during the whole war. 


pidity, as well as fkill’in the ufe of the firelock, produced 
in the breafts of our énemies by this battle, was a means 
by which Gop added very fignal and lafting ftrength to 
the bars of our gates, occafioning thereby fuch fear and 
caution in them not only through that campaign, but af- 
terwards, even when they were in their greateft force, as 
was our main fecurity until we had opportunity to form 


~ and diicipline a permanent army. 


Gop hath bleffed the children of this land not only by 
jofpiring them with a love of liberty and their country, and 
exciting fo many voluntarily to take up arms and go forth 
to meet thé enemy, but in raifing up and qualifying fuch 
numbers for officers of every rank and fubordination, who 
have done moft worthily and merited much from their bre- 
thren,---and arate: in forming, preparing and accom= 
plishing one afteramoftpeculiar manner, to take the princi- 
pal command of our forces; and in fixing the eyes of all Ifra- 
elon himas the man moft fuitable, in every refpeét, to fuftain 


\ 


General and Commander in Chief of the Patriot Army. 


© America, how hath the Lorp of hofts, even thy Gop, 
ftrengthened the bars of thy gates, and blefied thy children 
within thee, by raifing up'a W asHINGTON, one of thine own 
fons, and enduing him with fuch fingular accomplifhments 


affections 


* June 17, 1775+ 


- did he teach their hands to war and their fingers to fight!) ~ 
How did he ftrengthen them in the memorable battle of 
Bunker Hill*!---He, who can fave by few as well as by ma~" 
ny, was on our fide enabling a fmall number of raw un-=" 
difciplined troops to oppofe with fuch firmnefs and ardour,” 
. ene oe chofen Britifh veterans conducted by one of ' 


‘the army of Britain with a dread from which they never 


Tax conviction of American courage, valour and intre= . 


the high, arduous and moft important office of Captain~_ 


and placing him at the head of thine armies !-~ecentering the - 


¥ ce 


as ee ai 
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oe, ions both of officers, and foldiers from different parts 


he continent; as well as the confidence of the inhabi- 


a tants, in him---rendering him the means of divefting at. 


Once, of their deep rooted prejudices again{t one another, 
the men who compofed the different lines of the army, and 
uniting them in the moft endearing. bonds. of brotherly 
love. and friendship,---through him fo fuddenly, to the 
wonder of the world, forming from raw materials a regu- 

~ lar well difciplined ,army---fayouring him with, uninter- 
rupted health and vigour amidft inceffant cares, fatigues 

and watchings---fhielding him in imminent dangers---in- 
pins Mee “with wnéexarmipled patience and fortitude--- 
keeping Alive inhis breaft that patriotic flame which no 
difappointments however mortifying and difcouraging, nor 
afty offers in the power of the enemy to make, could ex- 
tinguith---making him the glory of Americans, the envy 
of Britons, and the admirationof all the powers of Europe ; 
and giving him to fee his defire on his enemies, in their 
béine brought to give up their unrighteous claims, and 
leave us in the quiet enjoyment of our invaluable liberties 
by withdrawing their troops from our fhores. 

THe 0 p, the Gov’of this American Ifrael, ftrength- 

\  ened_us ih our weak, feeble and unprovided condition, by 

 furnithine us i ways and by means unexpected, with 
clothing for our troops, and ordnance, arms, ammunition 

and military ftores} caufing many of thefe neceffary arti- 
«les provided at the €xpenice of the enemy and intended for 

_ the ufe'of their army, ‘to fall into our hands ; and render- 

jing our armed veffels fuccefsful in making prizes of vaft 
sther treafure and Wealth floating upon the feas in Britifh 
bottoms. 


Gop hig 


Pe 


we were a! ways teady to yield all due loyalty and’every 
reafonable fubmiffion, never refufing any requifition not 


militating with our charter rights: But a nation, and a. 


King, which, not content with the poffeffion and exercife of 
- <i * . €onftitutional 


; 

: 
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ly favoured the inhabitants of this country 
groaning under the oppreflion of Britain---a nation, 
whofe foverdien we acknowledged as our own, and to whom 


¢. 2) 


—gonftitutional authority, and lufting” after « defpotic 
, broke through the facred barrier of charters, exs 
~ plicitly claimed @ right to biad us in ali cafes whatfoever, 
and fentagainft us a tremendous armed force to robus. of 
~ our liberty, and rivet the chains of flavery upon USi-s= | 
- When this was the difmal ficuation of bee tachlien, oO. 
America, then the orp thy Gop ,bleffed them by prés 
fenting them with a fair opportunity of afferting their: na- 
tural right to national independence---an independence 
not indeed fought by them---But an opportuni vabuns — 
dandy fufiicient to jultify them in fuch a meafure inthe 
eyes of the whole world, not excepting Britain herfelfo.~ 
Waar, fays Mr. Hartley, a member of the Britifh 
- Houfe of Commons, and>a: gentleman’ of ‘dittinguifhed 
charaéter, invhis: letters to his conftituents, “© What had 
the Americans to look to after the refufal of their aft pes 
tition, but to {eek forthelter in’ their own ftrength and im 
dependence? They were'cut off from all poffible commus- 
nication with theirfovereign and their mother country ; and 
the firt aGt of the fecond feffion of Parliament ,was- tg-caft 
them out of all national and parliamentary protection-y 
inaries againft thems 


to incite’an infurreétion of negroes againft their mafters, 
Tit er ote he Inn rages pon those and 
r ‘deféncelefs women and. 


difclaimed every idea of independence; in return for 


their country for the blood which'they have fhed.” The 


blood of thoufands ‘of their fellow ‘créatuyes, wilfully and 


ty and all the rights of mankind.” : 
~ Gore, with this writer, upon the fuppofition that the 
minifters ‘alone are chargeable with all this injuftice and 
Sec. cruelty 


utmoft of their malignant power the lives,, li erty, proper- 


— tl 


 eruelty, what fafety could we any longer have had ine 
connection with, and dependence on, a nation, which would 
fuffer afew evil and defigning men raifed to that impor- 
__ & tant office, to imploy the great national flrength in wreak~ 
ing their diabolical malice on every thing dear to us? 
What remained for us but to fhake off our connection with 
them ? What people, or what perfon, that thinks rational- 
ly.and_ deliberately would not approve of fuch an aét in 
us? When, fays the fame writer, ‘ When all thofe tranf- 
actions fhall come hereafter to be revifed in fome cooler 
hour, I am confident there is not a man with a Britifh 
“heart who will not fay, that in the fame circumftances he 
- would have acted as the Americans have done.” 


* Bur the minifters alone are not refponfible for thefe 
fmeafures, however criminal they were in recommending 
and advifing to them: They muft be confidered as the 
~meafures of the nation in general ; for each branch of the 
_ Britith government concurred in adopting and authoriz- 


_ they were viewed, and were opén- 


-Tyreprobated by many of the wifeft and beft men in Bri- 


Severat of the Peers of the realm, Noblemen of the 
. fi nee ee and greateft political difcernment, all along 
‘publicly oppofed, and declared againft,the national conduct 
refpecting this country, as greatly injurious and tending 
to force us to break off our connection with the parent 
ftate. In the proteft of the Lords againft the prohibitory 


. 

: the Americans for that independence we charge them with 
Be affecting, whilft we drive them to the neceffity of it by re- 
Re: peated injuries,” A 5® 

i ~ By thefe tyrannical, cruel and wicked deeds of our ene- 

.._._-¥hiés; Heaven, whole glory it 1s to bring good out of evil, 

“a sd us this opportunity, “not in the gloomy age of 

, ignorance and fuperftition, but at an epocha,” as our il- 
‘Saas Juftrious Commander in Chief in his laft circular letter juit- 
Jy and elegantly obferves, “but at an epocha when the 

at 3 Fights 
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bill, they exprefsly fay, ‘ We are preparing the minds _ of 


. 
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ee 


rights of mankind were better underftood and more clear- 


ly defined than at any former period ;---the refearches of 
the human mind after focial,happinefs have been carried 
to a great extent---the treafures of knowledge acquired by 

the labours of philofophers, fages and legiflators throug 

a fucceffion of years, are laid open for our ufe, and their 
colleéted wifdom may be happily applied to_ the eftablifh- 
ment of our forms of government.---The free cultivation 
of letters, the unbounded extention of commerce, the pro- 


_ greffive refinement of manners, the growing liberality of 


fentiment, and above all, the pure and benign light of re- 
velation, have hada meliorating influence on mankind, 
and increafed the bleffings of fociety ;---at this aufpicious 
period,” Heaven was pleafed to present thefe {tates with a fair 
Saget of afferting their natural right as an indepen- 

‘nation; and what is more, bleffed them with a heart 


to embrace it, infpiring the worthy patriots of which Con- 


grefs was then -compofed, with refolution, fortitude and 


courage in circumftances of the greateft hazard, to frame, 
fign and publith that immortal a¢t which gives us. a rank 
among the nations of the earth, 


_ Tux independence of thefe United States, through the 
wonderful operations of divine providence, being declared, 
and our connection with Britain ina, formal, manner for- 
ever diffolved (though not till long after fhe ‘had with 
her own hands violently broken every bond of union’’) 
and we having to fupport ourfelves in our néw character 
as a feparate nation, again{ft the formidable efforts ‘of 
a cruel, difappointed and enraged enemy, fully bent 
en our deftruction, our help-was only in the name of the 


Luorp. 


~ Wuewn other nations ftood at a diftance, amazed at our 


fituation, the iffue of the conteft being too doubrful to ren=_ 
der it prudent or fafe for any of them openly to efpoufe 
our caufe and afford us aid, however well they might wifh 
us---when our affairs were at the loweft ebb, and wore the 
moft gloomy afpeét---then the Lorp our Gop wrought a 
moft marvellous change in them by the glorious ees 
° 


¥ 


ni 
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: ‘enton®™ ahd Princeton}, granted in quick fucceflion 
a fmall but brave army under the immediate conduét of 


“our wife, entérprifing, vigilant and intrepid Commander in 


JChief---and the next campaignt, by delivering into our 
nds ‘in a moft furprifing manner, General Burgoyne and 
1¢ whole of his eo army, who threatened deftruction to 
‘northern part of the country, and from whom the Bri- 
tith nation had moft raifed expectations. 
ae, es eee =e 
-o [e-thefe wonderfulevents the interpofition of divine 
providence on behalf of thefe ftates, was too confpicuous 
not tobe difcerned and owned by the moft unobferving 
end unbelieving mind. By means of them, Heaven not 
‘only ‘encouraged our hearts, and ftrengthened our hands a- 
mone ourfelves,; but bleffed us withreputation abroad, and 
convinced one of the moft magnanimousPrinces and pow- 
erful’ nations in Europe, that our: caufe was worthy of at- 
tention, and that it would not be difhonourable or unfafe for — 
em publicly to acknowledge our inde dence, and en- 
at Sliaeane asdotcancinip wii8ti=a 


By fuch an acknowledgment on the part of a Monarcn 
‘fo refpeétable a nation as that of Frawczr, .and of fuch 
erfonal and royal accomplifhments as Louis THE Six- 
THENTH is well known'to be poffeffed of---and by fucha 
treaty, aitreaty founded in mutual intereft ‘‘ as was open- 
ly confeffed, and therefore natural and likely to be lafting,” 
Gop bleffed the children of America, and ftrengthened 
the bars of our gates to fuch a degree as greatly confound- 
d-ourenemies, and might well have {truck their minds 
with full conviction, that it would.be in vain to make any 
further efforts to break them. 3 


"“Bur ‘being too haughty and too-.revengeful to give over 
theunrighteous purfuit, Britain ftill profecuted the war 
With great vigour, and with a wantonnels.and cruelty eter- 
nally difgracefulto her: And Heaven continued to biefs 
and ftrenathenus, furprifingly’ maintaining the union a! 
Scale c 
®™ Dec.26, 1776. + Jan-.3,.1777- F' O17, .1777- 


_, & This treaty was figned Feb. 6, 1778. 
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ment, the infernal confpiracy of Arnold*, and thereby pre+: 
venting a moft important poft with a confiderable part of) 
our troops and the perfon of the Commander in Chief, from: 
being delivered at once into the hands of the enemy---in-. 


. 
: 
] 
: 
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_ ceeding the joint councils of the Generals of the allied ar-’ 
iiiies to the aftonifhment of all both friends and foes---or- 
dering the uncertain arrival of the fleet laft fent to our help,’ 
to take place at a moft important juncture, and thereby 
entirely fruftrating the defigns of the Britifh fleet which 
was forced to fly before it---giving the combined armies 
an opportunity, to crofs the Chefapeak with fafety into” 
Virginia, and affifting them in befieging and reducing 
-York-Town, ‘and making prifoners of war Earl Cornwal-, 
lis, the .boafted General of Britain, and his whole army =. 
By which means, together with the fucceffes granted our ar-,; 
- my in the fouthern ftates, and the acknowledgement of our. 
independence by Spain and Holland, Gop added fuch.a, 
degree of ftrength to the bars of our gates as mightily 
brought down the pride of Britain, and compelled that na- 
oa ‘tion. 
* * This confpiracy was difcovered Sept. 25, 1780 i 
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fidn with ‘their fovereign, which, not feven years before, 
fcornfully refufed humble petitions from us as part of the 
Britifh empire and his loyal fubjeéts, to be fir/ in propof-- 
ing a pacification on terms no lefs mortifying to them, and 
honourable to us, than an acknowledgement of the Unit- 
ed States of America to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDE- 
PENDENT STATES*. ~ PCA: PRO 4 


_ Tue time would fail me, as well as my ability, to re- 
collect and take particular notice of all the marvellous 
events and methods by which the Lorp our Gop, in his 
moft wife, merciful and gracious providence, hath ftrength- 
ened and bleffed us through an eight years fevere ands 
bloody war in defence of our ineftimabie liberties and privi- 
leges. I have mentioned fuch as have. occurred to mind, 
and appear to me the moft memorable, and to hold a prin- 
cipal rank among thofe events. 


_ Iv would argue a criminal want of gratitude, to pafs 
over in filence the very uncommon health with which 
Heaven favoured both the inhabitants and the armies of 
thefe ftates, during by far the greater part of the time we 
‘were engaged in the war---and alfo the great abundance 
of provifions for the fupply of unufual demands, notwith- 
ftanding all the wafte made by the ravages of the enemy, | 
and the peculiar difadvantage for tilling the ground and 
faving the fruits of the earth, occafioned by the f{carcity of 
labourers, and the alarms by which the hufbandmen were 
frequently interrupted in the moft bufy and critical fea- 
ONS. - 


Anp it is worthy of our particular grateful notice, that 
Gop hath bleffed the children of this land in raifing up . 
from among them fuch a number of men, and enduing 
them with fuch eminent abilities---fuch deep penetration 
~--fuch patriotifin---fuch firmnefs---fuch dignity of con- 

_ duét---fuch integrity, perfeverance, and activity, as have 

Rar done 
_ * The provifional articles.of peace, in the firit of which his Bri-" 
tannic Majefty makes this acknowiedgment, were figned at Paris, 
November 30,: 1782. Beh, as” 


- 
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various, important and moft fuccefsfuln 


ticles of peace, which our Minifters Plenipo-_ 
been moft happily. inftrumental of obtaining, 


advantage and. our. happinels.---For theie 
abundant reafon to, come. before the Logb 
giving; and to enter his gates with praiie, as 
& to do this day. 3a a 
: the Lorp, O America: Praife thy Gop, O Unit= 
For he hath ftrengthened the bars of thy gates: 


thy chi 


fe eae 
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 “Tur'timé, the long withed for time is come, and it is 
tome much fooner than we could reafonably have expect 
} ed; when the war has terminated in the accomplifhment of 
" the great object, and more than the object we had in view 
vhen oe ai took up arms againft an invading enemy. 


“fied on the part of Great-Britain, which puts.an end to all 
uncertainty refpeéting the final fettlement of the contefts 


a: left the city of New-York.a quiet habitation, a ta- 

bernacle not taken down---by thefe late events Gop is in- 
ereafing the joy of our hearts, and giving us additional 
-caufe of praife and thank{giving*. 


/ Hapryam I, my friends; in this opportunity of con- 
‘ eratulating you, myfelf and our common country, on the 
ifhment of a glorious peace, with which the Lorp 
Gop is blefling us. ; 
. The ceffation of hoftilities took place in America April 35 
he definitive treaty was figned at Paris the 3d day of 
eptember.---The Britith troops left the city of New-York the 
of November, + 


6 four. dnd rendered us effential fervice, 
d the General Affemblies, fo at Fo-~ — 


ularly with refpect to the provifional and. 


eftablithing---articles greatly to our honour, — 


ldren within thes, He maketh 


Se at 


a By the late arrival of the definitive treaty of peace, rati= 


and the departure of all the Britith forces from our fhores, — 


ete 


~ comfort and happinefs of a people than all manner of pre- | 


‘which calls for fpecial grateful acknowledgements, that at 


- 


ae. 

- Ff maketh peace in our borders,” removing faraway 
from us thofe who for many -years have made us afraid--4 
who have fpilled the blood of thoufands of our brethren-=« 
rourdered many of our defencelefs inhabitants---inhumanly 
treated and deftroyed multitudes’ of our fons in captivity, 
crowding them into polluted prifon-fhips and other in- 
fected places of confinement, an withholding from them 
the neceffaries of life---burned numbers out of our valua- 
ble towns-=--laid wafte our pleafant fields and gardens--- 

_ plundered ‘and made wanton deftruétion of much of our 
precious property---cndangered our ineftimable liberty, 
making ey every bafe and violent method in their pow- 
er to rob us of it---liberty, without which life itfelf would | 
be but of little value! From fuch fears, from fuch dif- 
trefies, from fuch dangers Gop hath delivered us : And O | 
how great is the deliverance ! Surely after paffing through 
fo long a fcene of diitrefs and war, we cannot buthave a | 
“high relith for peace and fafety. aa : 

Gop not only maketh: peace in our borders, but ‘he fil- © 
eth us with the fineft of the wheat.” He is bleffing us 
with a country abounding with the greateft variety and 

of provifions, ‘among which wheat, the choiceft of 
bread which itrengthens man’s heart, is a capital ar- 
icle of more importance with refpect to the | 


”> 


cious {tones and fpices. The land of Ifrael. on this ac- | 
count among others was reckoned the glory of all lands 5 > 
and for this Gop was praifed in Zion. ; 


Ir is a very ftriking evidence of the goodnefs and fertili- | 

ty of our foil, that though we have’ but juft emerge? from 
_an eight year’s confuming and wafting war, there 1s. at pre- | 
fent-in the country as great an abundance of provifions of 
every kind, if not greater than when we were forced into | 
it.---And it is a circumftance much in our favour, and 


_ the clofe of awar, which could not but involve’ us confi- 
derably in debt, we are furrounded with fuch plenty. F 
eo a _ Manx | > 


: tet ee 
Many are the advantages and favourable circumftances 
"attending the peace with which the Lorp our Gop is blef- 
fing us, that demand our moft deyout and elevated af- 
- griptions of praife. : ™ ‘ M6 
~~ Conrinmep in the poffeffion of abfolute freedom and 
3 adependence---an independence friendly to commerce, to 
’ fcience and religion,---having an acknowledged right toa 
territory greatly extenfive, and abundantly fufficient ta 
“fender us refpectable among the nations of the earth, and 
" to give contentment to any people who are difpofed to be 
~ content with any thing fhort of univerfal empire-~-poffef- 
fing a country the local fitutation of which, and the 
variety of foils and climates are fuch, that itis in our pow- 
- er to continue in peace with all the nations of the world, 
and have within ourfelves an abundance of all the necefla~ 
| nes and comforts of life---whatever privileges, advan~ 
tages and conveniencies any other nation can enjoy, we 
- may enjoy without being liableto thofe inconveniencies 
- which moft other nations are expofed to. Happy people, 
| if we havea heart to make a, wife improvement of them. 


} Never had we occafion of thankfgiving like this ! Ne- 
| er, perhaps, had any other nation fuch occafion in all ref- 
yeéts of gratitude and joy,having in addition to fo great deli- 
_ yerapcesand bleffings, the clear light of the glorious goipel. 
_ =--Let us, my hearers, endeavour to affect our hearts with, a. 
_livelygrateful fenfe of our obligations to Gop therefor, and. 
: ae with joyful lips, afcribing all the honour unto 
m, who hath done great things for us,, whereof we are 
glad; and faying, ‘* Not unto us, not unto us O Lorp, 

- but to. thy name be the glory: Thou haft turned for us 
- our frourning into dancing : ‘Thou haft put off our fack~ 
cloth, and girded us with gladnefs; to the end that our 
glory may fing praife unto thee and not be filent. O Lorp 
» Gur Gop, we will give thanks to thee forever.”’---Let us. 
~ be felicitous to praife him not only with our lips, but more 
 efpecially by: a well ordered converfation, earneftly be- 
~ feechinghim, “that he would grantunto us, that we,being 
delivered out of the hands. of qui enemies, might ferve him. 
at ages : without 
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hout fear, in hotinefs and rightcoufnefs before him alt 
1e days of our life.” G , ' Ces * oO Sap SS : 


‘Ir depends upon our gratitude to Gop exprefled by ¢ 
“conduét towards him, a conduét towards the divine Jesus, — 
“a condué towards mankind, and ‘ourfelves, cotrefponding 
_to the rules and precepts of our holy religion, whether 
the fignal bleffings for which we are celebrating the high 

“praifes of heaven this day, prove blefings indeed to us or 
af rote hes ge APA eS Lge aS 3 ae 8h) eRe 

_ As happy and fecure.as we may be ready to imagine © 
ourielves in the pofteflion ‘of the great-bleffings of.inde- | 
“pendence, liberty; peace and plenty, it-is infinitely eafy 

with*Gop°to turn them into the greateft curfes : And itis 
an alarming. threatning contained in his word, Jf ye wil/ 
wot bear and if ye will not lay it to heart to give glory. tomy - 
name, faith “the Lord of bofis, I will even fend a curfe upon 
you, and I will curfeyour blefings*. O then may it.be our 
~ felicitous concern, to make fuch improvement of ‘the fin- 

_ gular advantages Heaven is putting into ourhands for na~ 

tional glory and happinefs, as will in fome good meafure 

anfwer his moft juft and reafonable expectations, not fuf- 
fering our liberty ‘to degenerate jnto- licentioufnefs, and 
- Or independence to ‘run us into anarchy and'confufion F 
And niay évery one be roufed to the moft vigorous exer- 
tions for the fupport of the civil conftitution, *that-a new. 
. energy may be given to government---an energy that’fhalb 
be felt univerfally, without which it “is‘impoffible that we. 
fhould long’ exitt as a free and happy people !---4And," > 
Luv us all be excited to~ pay particular attention to 
the great and extenfive law of righteoufnefs'sFor the 
righteous Lord loveth righteoufne/s, and ‘bis countenance doth 
behold tbe ~ tie > And it 1s a maxim contained in the 
book of in{piration, a maxim-which hath: been found true. 
by the experience of all ages---Rightcoufne/s exalteth a na~ 


sion. x 9 as 
__ As piety and virtue, to ufe the words of.an excellent 
ue phe "a . er 4 “ ap 2 
- © Malachi ii, ek ae 
a 3 
: haa 


WAS piety and virtue fuppért ne honour a 
OF every Community, they are secclie requifit 
government. Virtue’is the {pirit of a republic ¢ 
shére all” power is derived from the people, all depends 
1 their’ ‘good difpofition. If’ they ‘are impious, factious 
felfith ; if they are abandoned to idlenefs, diffipation,, 

and extravagance ; if they are loft to. the fear of 
and the love of their country, allis loft. ~ Having 
beyond the reftraints of a divine authority, they. will 
brook He controul of laws enacted oy rulers of their 
yn creatin “Surely then it is of the laft confequence, 
Re order’ to the @ welfare of this community, that: the: ‘mem- 


»” faith the fame au= 
papas sad seins, form abranch 

) ae is wealth, is power and fecurity to a 
ftate: It pee s innumerable erplexities : It creates 
confidence in the government fon fubjeéts and from 
ftrangers ; ‘It. facilitates the moft advantageous connec- 
tions : It extends credit ; and .eafily obtains fupplies in 
the moft preffing public’ emergencies, and when nothing 
elfe can obtain them : “While the want of it, whatever be- 
nefits fome fhortfighted politicians may have promifed 
from delufive expedients, and deceitful arts, renders a {tate 
weak and contemptible ; ftrips it of its defence; grieves 
and provokes its saugmnce and delivers it uP to the will of 
- its enemies. 


Irisa melancholy confideration that among_profeffed 
asad there is fo much need of urging ‘the importance 
. es ferving inviolate the public faith! If this is allowed 

important at all times, and in all fates, it muft be 


Pe ecluarty fo to thofe whofe foundations are newly laid, 
and who are but juft numbered among the nations of the 

---They have a ‘national character to eftablifh, upon 
ich their very exiftence may depend.” 


Ir a firm conviction of the vait importance of thefe 
es : things, 


ng. E fom a pa leon of them, may: ry‘one- 
be Poscerned to exert himfelf to the utmoft wither his 
proper fphere for their promotion ! And may we all be 
to offer continual fervent prayers to Gop, who 
hath done great things for us, that he would be gr scout 
_ pleafed to pour down his fpirit upon the inhabitants of 
_ thefe ftates, and unite them in giving glory to his nam 
in fuch a manner as will fgcure fle prefence, enw 
“mn blefling. 


i Anp may he be pleated tomake us an holy people unto 
~ ‘himfelf, and. shen 9 we fhall not fail , to be be 


